
The French Quarter Management District is a State political subdivision created by the Legislature as a means for the residential and 
business communities to work together to protect, preserve and maintain the world-famous French Quarter as a safe, clean,  
vibrant and friendly neighborhood for residents, business, and visitors. 
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Introduction 
The Livability Committee of the French Quarter Management District (FQMD) was charged with 
the task to update 2014 street light survey indicating various lighting conditions. We quickly 
determined that the scope of the prior survey exceeded our capacity. However, were able to 
establish survey protocol that determined the condition of, and safety provided by the streetlights 
in the business and residential blocks within the boundaries of the French Quarter Management 
District and the French Quarter Economic Development District: the downriver side of Canal 
Street, the lake side of North Rampart Street, the downriver side of Esplanade Avenue to the 
Mississippi River. The prior assessment provided guidance but is replaced by this assessment in 
its entirety.  

Summary of Findings 
902 Light poles were physically identified within survey area. The assessment of the streetlight 
equipment and functionality, at the time of the walking survey, are summarized here.  

       

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment  
It was determined that survey would answer two questions. The 
first was to determine the condition of the streetlight equipment currently in place. The second 
was to evaluate through photographs, the available lighting on each street at intersections 
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throughout the French Quarter. It was decided that daylight photos would be compared with 
evening and morning lighting conditions to determine the appearance of safe access at each 
intersection.    

Methodology 
The 2022 Streetlight Assessment is designed to be a 
three-phase survey: 

Phase 1: Assess the conditions of streetlight equipment 
during daylight hours 

Phase 2: Determine the functionality of the streetlight 
after dark  

Phase 3: Assess the ambient lighting when streetlights 
are on, but the majority of citizens are off the streets in 
the early morning hours. In that most commercial and 
residential activity occurs during evening not morning 
hours it is important to recognize areas that even with 
the advantages of ambient light provided by local structures additional to streetlights conditions 
are unsafe 

Phase one and two of the walking assessment have been completed and the results are 
summarized herein. Approximately 90% of the Quarter was imaged during the survey, however 
Phase 3 of the survey to capture lighting conditions after midnight will be completed by the 
assessment team.  

Streetlight Equipment Condition.  
The following evaluation was completed for each streetlight surveyed by our team.    
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Summary of data set is as follows: 
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The totals may vary from that shown on the City NOLA311 map, in that it was recognized during 
the survey that several streetlights shown with equipment numbers were not surveyed. This is due 
in part by the asset no longer existing, replaced by 5G tower, or that it was not visible to the 
survey team.  

Additionally, photovoltaic sensor or lens damage or cleaning is indicated with over a third of this 
equipment needing cleaning, repair, or replacement. Almost one fifth of the presently existing 
streetlights are not functioning after sunset. A significant number of base cover plates that protect 
the wiring for the streetlight are either exposed or the replacement cover is not consistent with the 
architectural aesthetics of the French Quarter lighting standard.      

Standards Used for this Survey 
Several volunteers provided information based on a standard form, with varied judgments as to 
the quality of the equipment surveyed.   It is expected that this variance is minor in the overall 
scope of the report.    
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Street View Survey 
The purpose of this survey was to establish the impact street and ambient lighting has on the 
illumination of the French Quarter during day light, evening, and early morning hours. While we 
were able to survey 90% of the French Quarter’s streetlights, we have captured only daylight and 
evening lighting condition for the streetlighting conditions and need to provide the morning 
(Midnight to 3:AM) street view survey to complete the task.   

The survey protocol was to use iPhone or similar device capturing an image light condition at the 
intersections throughout the quarter.  Due to time constraints some images during daylight hours 
were captured from Google Map images.   

The following approach was taken to the photo survey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A quick review of equipment outages at the 200 block of Dauphin Street and the images provided 
during the street view survey illustrate this point.   
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With adequate maintenance replacing, repairing, or cleaning these streetlights additional visible 
light would deter criminals and provide far greater confidence to residents and guests of the 
French Quarter.   

It is our intention to complete a “spot survey” of worst conditions throughout the French Quarter to 
establish a priority for mobilizing City resources to repair all streetlights starting with the most 
hazardous street lighting conditions first.    

 

The full data set of results of this survey can be found in following attachment (SL Survey 
10132022).   
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Best Regards  

 

 

David Jorgensen 

(904) 631-6880 

 

 

Contact Information 
For more information, please contact Karley D. Frankic, Executive Director, at kfrankic@fqmd.org or 
(504) 323-5801.  

mailto:kfrankic@fqmd.org
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